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Mr Shane Love; Mr Terry Redman 

REGIONAL MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT 
654. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 
Can the minister please provide an update to the house on the Liberal–National government’s regional 
telecommunications project? 
Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Moore for that question, because it follows on beautifully from the very good response 
from the Minister for Water to the member for Bassendean. Now we will highlight a litany of things that this 
government is doing for regional Western Australia. Significant investments over a significant period are 
actually making a difference, in contrast with those opposite who have no credibility in regional 
Western Australia. 

The state government has also been able use that resource to leverage some commonwealth funds under the The 
member for Moore quite rightly asked what was happening with the regional telecommunications project. The 
member would be very aware, and it has been raised in this place before, that this government put a total of 
$40 million of royalties for regions funds towards building 113 mobile phone towers right across regional Western 
Australia, particularly focused in the north and in those arterial transport routes. So successful was that program that 
in the last budget we put in another $45 million to support the rollout of a number of mobile phone towers to fill the 
many gaps we have in regional Western Australia. Nothing unlocks the economic potential for regional Western 
Australia than good-quality communication services. For that we initially thought that we could build about 
85 mobile phone towers. The member for Central Wheatbelt, sitting to my right, was recently at the opening of the 
Westonia tower; there is the Tammin communications tower; of course the member for Moore is well aware that 
Wongan Hills was also a recipient of that second tranche; and the member for Wagin, in Nyabing in his electorate, 
is also the recipient of one of the first four mobile phone towers under that new program. 

mobile black spots program. We have been able to leverage, with our $45 million, the predicted 85 towers up 
to 130. There are therefore predicted to be 130 new mobile phone towers in regional Western Australia. The 
$85 million of royalties for regions funds is leveraged up to get an overall outcome of 250 new mobile phone 
towers. It is a total of $200 million worth of private sector and federal government investment. We are really 
proud of this program because it actually makes a difference. The service that is taken for granted by people in 
the suburbs of Perth is now starting to happen in regional Western Australia. I am very proud of this 
government’s record on people in regional Western Australia; we will keep fighting for them. 
 

 [1] 


	REGIONAL MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT
	654. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development:

